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1---------------------r-----------·---------1 
1. LOCATION DESCRIPTION 
Street No. 2482 San Diego Ave. San Diego, Ca 
Legal Description 

Other Identification S W 1 1 y po r of 1 t. 1 , 
Blk 480 Old San Diego 

2. NAME OF SITE 

WHALEY HOUSE 1-----------':.___;:_: 
3. OWNERSHIP DATA 
original Thomas Wha 1 ey 

1--------------------------j Present San Diego County 
4. FACTUAL DETAILS 

·Original Use Residence 
Present Use Museum 
Architect un kno'li'tn 
Builder 

Date or Period 

Other 
1856 

6. OTHER COMMENTS at one time used as a court 
house- also Cal if. State Momument #65 

Address 

5. PHYSICAL DETAILS 
Stvle Influence of Greek Revival 
No. of Stories two 
WaiiConstructionoriginal foundation 18" deep 
Condition 

Exterior good Interior good 

7. SUMMARY: HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND NOTABLE FEATURES Thomas Wha 1 ey first arrived in San Diego in 
1849 dur1ng the height of the gold ruch fever. In this raw & tempor@rily mad settlement, he 
moved into a s'l,ore on Montgomery St. and preceeded to set up business. He later returned east 
to claim his bri·de Ana Eloise DeLannay. He began building his new brick house in 1856. Later a 
disastrous fire in his store and the death of his second child caused Whaley to move to San 
Francisco. Later Whaley returned and began remodeling his house completely. Political meetings 
were also held in his house and later it was used as a court room by Edward Burr and Francis 
Whaley. It also has been used as a billiard room,dairy, kindergarden, Sunday School, store & 
Resi-dence. 

8. LOCATION MAP (Optional) 9. PHOTOGRAPH 

PHOTOAttached 

~-------------------------------------L------------,-------------------------· 

10. TRANSMITTAL RECORD 

Bldg. Insp. 

Community Dev. 

Engineering 

CD·30 I (2·7 1 ) 

Date 

Site Owner 

Fire Dept. 

Prl<s. & Pub. Bldg. 

Planning 

Date 

11. NAME AND ADDRESS oF RECORD OWNER 

San Diego County 



HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 

Historically or 
Architecturally 
Significant 
Landmarks 

Priority __________ ___ 

Name of Landmark _______ _ 
Whaley House 

Location 
2482 San Die~o Ayen~a 

Year Comp I e ted 1857 ll../k0/19'5" 
Or i gina I Owner Thomas Whaley ___ _ 

Original Use Residence and store 
Original Size of Site/Existing Size 

Arch i teet/Des i gne r/Bu i I de r _______ __ 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 

Architectural/Ethnic Style 
Unique Features of the Design: 

Construction Method 
Deta i I ing 

o,-iginal Location 

Building Materials~~~------------------------·--------------------------
Originality of Design 

Other -----------------------------------------------------------------

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

At one ttme used as court house 

CURRENT STATUS 

Leg a I Oeser i pt ion: 
Lot# Block# _______ Subdivision Name 

Arbitrary Parcel# Zoning 
Physical Condition of Structure Good C2'::] Fair 

-------. Census Tract# ______ _ 
Poor CJ 

Assessed Value: 
·Land Improvements Total 

S i ze of Lo7t'/-;:S7t_r_u-c7t-u-re--=========~---------------- Present Use "'M,_,u.,s"-'e"-'u"'rn"------------
Present Owner and Address 

D a t e Re po r t F i I e d ------"8/L--"'-2'-"8/'-?L..CO"------- By J. llutl er 



•. I . 

... 

'· 

' '' 

-~ 
0 i 

0( 

·~ ' 

~0 

' 0 

~ . 

' 

" ~ • 0 

; I \\.:\\ 
'\\ · \ 

\ 

00 

' : ' 

nas 

0. 

... 

\~·~·\ . 

. ® ' : ~ . 
., ' h 

! 
,I 

, 

-t' 
l Q) 

0 o , .... 
~;-4 

1 l ~ .. 
-



NAME: 

LOCATION: 

PRESENT OWNER: 

PRESENT OCCUPANT: 

PRESENT USE: 

SIGNIFICANCE: 

THE WHALEY HOUSE 

Whaley House 

2482 San Diego Avenue, San Diego, California 
Southeast Corner of San Diego Avenue & Harney 
Street; Faces San Diego Avenue, Block 480, 
Old San Diego. 

San Diego County 

Historical Shrine Foundation of San Diego 
County leases and operates the Whaley House 
under contract with the County of San Diego. 

Historical House Museum 

The Whaley House served as The City of San Diego's political and 
social center from 1856, the year it was built, until 1871. It 
was the only building in San Diego to have served so many 
different functions. Many landmark court decisions and early 
City ordinances were created in this monumental brick home of 
Thomas Whaley. 

Whaley, himself, was an important leading citizen of the 
community; a businessman, merchant, architect, mechanic, public 
servant and former President of the Board of Trustees for The 
City of San Diego. 

The house's architectural features were unique to the southwest 
region. Whaley, being from New York, brought with him an 
eastern influence. The Greek Revival style had been very 
prevalent in the east for a forty year period with the influence 
of the Revolutionary War; hence Whaley brought with him a 
transfer of heritage. 

PART I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION _ _...__..,_, :...-----
A. Physical History 

1. Date of Erection: 

The room where the town political meetings 
were held (since 1858) was originally built 
as a granary in 1855. The rest of Whaley's 
house, which was attached to the granary, was 
built in 1856. 
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2. Architect: 

The architect was Thomas Whaley. The original 
plans and deeds are on display in the house. 

3. Builder, contractor, suppliers: 

Whaley built his own home with the help of local 
Indian laborers. Using an imported brickmaking 
machine from New York City, he made his own bricks 
of sand from the river bed and clay deposits he 
found on his land. The woodwork, cedar and 
hinges, doorknobs and locks were from a New York 
company, owned by Whaley. 

4. Original plans and construction: 

The house Thomas Whaley designed and built himself 
was the first two-story, brick house to be built 
south of Monterey. The granary, which was the 
first built in San Diego, was five bricks thick 
and extended four feet into the ground. The 
house, built one year later, was of Greek Revival 
architecture. The plan of the main block of the 
house is like a city house on a limited scale. 
The whole house is symmetrical with all doors and 
windows, except three, facing either front or 
back. The original plans and drawings are on 
display in the house. 

5. Alterations and additions: 

Initially, when the house was added on in 1856, 
the granary was a separate building, with a 
loading platform and no front windows. There were 
only two small windows on the sides. Whaley later 
incorporated the granary as part of his house by 
adding a connecting doorway; he also put in two 
windows and a door in the front. 

After living in San Francisco for a few years, 
Whaley returned and in 1868 he remodeled the 
interior of the house. He created an arched 
doorway connecting the parlor with the study. He 
also created a hallway thru the center of the 
house. Many exterior repairs were also needed 
because of the many damaging earthquakes during 
his leave. 
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In recent history there had been talk about 
demolishing this historical site. In an attempt 
to save it, the Board of Supervisors of the County 
of San Diego, in collaboration with the Historical 
Shrine Foundation, a nonprofit organization, 
purchased the Whaley House and restored it to its 
original condition in 1956. The County Operations 
Department conducted the restoration in a cautious 
and deliberate fashion. The County workmen 
provided a sound foundation, and then ''scalped'' 
the inside courses of brick from the structure. 
Bricks which were sound were used for exterior 
patching. Steel reinforcing and concrete were 
applied from the inside. Today the Whaley House 
is in effect a reinforced concrete structure with 
a brick outer facing. Rotted and termite-riddled 
wood was ripped away, and structural members were 
replaced with new, chemically-treated wood. 
Moldings and trim were carefully preserved for 
future use. That which was too far gone was 
faithfully reproduced. 

The back upstairs porch built by Whaley was taken 
down by the County, and a wooden stairwell was 
built, for fire regulation purposes. 

B. Historical Context 

The Whaley House is said to have witnessed more history 
than any other building in San Diego. When a huge fire 
in San Francisco ruined his business, Thomas Whaley 
moved to San Diego to start a new one, a general 
store. At a time when San Diego was considered a small 
Spanish town with only 250 to 300 inhabitants, Whaley's 
business was a success. In 1855 he bought a lot and 
built a brick granary, the only place in San Diego to 
safely store gain. Adjacent to the granary was his 
house, which also served temporarily as his store. The 
house was built completely of his own manufactured 
bricks, with an eastern architectural influence. The 
first of it's kind in the area. 

On August 9, 1869, the County leased what used to be 
the granary, for a courtroom; along with three upstairs 
rooms, for storage of county records. Many political 
meetings and trials were held here including a hanging 
for a boat thief. Whaley, himself, was elected 
Chairman of the Board of Trus- tees on April 19, 1858. 
He also later served many other official positions, 
among them City Clerk and Notary Public. 
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The Whaley family was very active in civic affairs and 
opened their house for many public and social 
functions. The ''big room'' or ''annex'', as it was 
called, also served as a Protestant Church, post 
office, general store, public school, billiard room, 
dairy, and social center. In 1972, during the 
construction of the railroad, the dining room was used 
by General Thomas Sedgewick as a headquarters. 

At one time, the entire upstairs front was rented out 
for theatre productions, where the local public 
attended. 

In 1870 and 1871 there was much dispute between the 
Republicans and Democrats (Newtown vs. Old Town) as to 
where the county records and political events should 
take place. Alonzo Horton, the so-called founder of 
New San Diego and a stauch Republican, moved to the 
City with strong business interests, felt that all 
county offices should be closer to the heart of town 
where his land and sprouting businesses were to 
increase. The battle raged on; and on March 31, 1871, 
(one year prior to the large fire which destroyed 
numerous buildings) the county records were forcibly 
seized by the new County Clerk, Chalmer Scott (Horton's 
son-in-law), where they were moved to their new 
location at Sixth and 11 G" streets. 

PART II. ARCHITECTU,RAL INl,QRI!ATION 

A. Description of Exterior 

The formal spacings of the doors, windows, heavy 
porch posts; the nicely cut moldings, the contrast 
of white detail and red brick, the concealed roof 
and essential simplicity are all typical of the 
Greek Revival style. 

The front of the house consists of five tall 
openings symmetrically spaced on each floor. On 
the lower floor there were four windows and a 
central door. The upper floor had five shuttered 
windows. Across the front was a one story portico 
on a two or three step base supporting four square 
wood columns, with molded base and cap, carrying a 
simple entablature. The railing consisted of a 
hand rail carried on turned blusters with square 
corner and intermediate poses. 
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The one-story portion (Big Room or Granary) 
extends the front wall and portico to the left 
side and shows two tall windows symmetrically 
placed each side of a central door. The portico 
posts are made of two narrow pieces of wood on a 
wood base block, a mid-height wood spacer and a 
wood block cap, surmounted by a molded cornice, 
all are related to the main portico. At the top 
of the two-story facade, there is a cornice 
(probably wood) the full width, and below each end 
there is a leader head and down spout. 

Over the two-story portion there is a flat roof 
with a brick parapet. Over the one-story portion 
there is a gable roof of about 8 in 12 pitch, 
which sweeps down to the front portico and to a 
rear porch. Both the one- and two-story parts are 
combined into one brick structure. (Note: the 
porches mentioned are relatively low pitch roofs, 
shingled at the rear, composition on the 
portico). Granary roof- originally hatch; wood 
shingle 1858-60. Flat roofs and rear porch had 
Brea tar roofing. 

Overall Dimensions -Two-story portion 32'6'' x 
44'6''. One- story wing 30 1 11'' x 27'1''. 

Foundation and Wall Construction - The original 
foundation was about 18'; deep and formed by 
spreading the brick footing to about 24''. 

The brick walls of the two-story portion were 12" 
thick to 12'0" height and 8'' thick to 20'0'' (at 
parapet). 

The brick walls of the one-story portion were 8'' 
thick and about 10'0'' high at the plate. 

Porches - The porch at the front of the building 
c;;nst8ts of a continuous wood floor about 8'0" 
wide and 63'5'' long with two risers at each end 
from the grade level. 

Fir,el{laces - The three fireplaces are built of 
brick and are located on the two exterior end 
walls of the two story structure and cause no 
break on the exterior. The extra depth is 
provided as a chimney breast. 
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The downstairs fireplace has a 1" x 8" shelf 
carried on a 3'' x 3'' horizontal member supported 
by turned spindles (from 3'' x 3'' stock). Near the 
ends the mantel shelf is carried on scrolled 
brackets 1'' thick and 8'' high, projecting 3~". 
The surround of the fireplace opening is 9'' wide 
and formed by two molds, each 3/4" x 1-3/8". The 
space between and the 4~'' space above is the same 
plastered surface as the chimney breast. 

The fireplace in the front bedroom upstairs has a 
similar opening, about 3'0'' wide by about 2'6'' 
high, with a hearth raised about 3/4" above the 
wood floor. This fireplace has a narrow stone 
surround with wood plasters at the sides carrying 
a wide board topped by a mounding supporting the 
approximately 2'' thick mantel shelf. A third 
fireplace is in the rear bedroom, second floor. 

Main front door- pair, 2 1 6'' x 7'6'' x 1-3/4'', wood 
munitions, no glass, combined with a 1-3/8'' 
matching panel carrying glass, total thickness 
2-2/8''. There are light transoms over each door. 

Door, stair hall to rear entrance- pair, 1'8'' x 
7'6'', raised panel - glazed transom. 

Door, to rear- pair, 2'10'' x 7'2'', raised panel. 

Door, from kitchen to porch - 2'0'' x 5 1 10''. 

The second floor door at the rear has been added 
recently for a fire escape. There is an access 
panel through the brick gable end of the one-story 
portion. It is built of wood and about 2 1 0" x 
5'10". 

Windows ---
Front, first floor one-story part - two double 
hung 3'3" x 5'11'', four light, with louvered 
shutters. 

Front, first floor two-story part - two double 
hung 5'0" x 7'6", with louvered shutters (four 
light). 
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Second floor - three windows symmetrically placed 
over the openings below, about 3'0'' x 6'8'', double 
hung, four light, with louvered shutters. 

Interior 

The ground floor was arranged with a central 
entrance hall extending straight through to the 
rear and toward the rear a straight run of stairs 
rises toward the front. Air circulation was 
created from transoms above the front and back 
doors. 

To the right of this hall when entering, there is 
the living room connecting through an arch to a 
parlor, and in turn through a door to a study, 
with doors from each of the three rooms to the 
hall. 

The dining room is to the left of the hall with 
the big room (old granary) entered through a door 
on the opposite wall. From the dining room, one 
passes through a pantry to the kitchen and through 
another door back to the foot of the stairs in the 
hall. 

On the second floor, there are three large rooms 
and two small rooms with auxiliary rooms. 

Stairway - The traditional open string stairway 
ris~s about 11 'O" in a straight run of 17 risers. 
A hand rail rising from a nicely turned newel post 
is carried on turned ballusters to the second 
floor, with a 12'' radius return, connecting to a 
balcony hand rail of the same design. 

Flooring - The floors, made of white cedar, were 
orlginally carried on floor joists let into the 
brick walls but now are carried on ledgers 
provided in the reconstruction. Now, there is 1'' 
x 4'' flooring exposed in the big room on the first 
floor and random width pegged plank flooring in 
the upper floor room, but most of the rooms, halls 
and stairs, are carpeted. 

Wall and Ceili~!L_~ish - The walls throughout the 
building are plastered. Lime plaster and mortar 
was locally processed from sea shells. 
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B. Site 

The ceilings throughout are plastered and in the 
main rooms chandeliers hang from a molded circular 
medallion. 

Do~-- The interior doors are typical four panel 
with raised molding rails and stiles 4'', lock rail 
8", bottom rail 11'' and varying in width. The 
typical door 2 1 10'' x 6'8''. 

Trim - The original trim, together with the doors, 
windows and stair woodwork, is reminiscent of the 
mill work of those early days. The base is 
wooden, 11'' x 1'', and has a 1'' x ~'' molding. The 
molded door casing has an unusual bevel where the 
outer projecting mold joins the plane surface. 
The mold projects 1-3/4", with a total width of 
5~''. The arch has a different casing, the mold 
projecting 1\' and a total width of 6''. The mold 
is of a double hung windows has the mold with the 
bevel but projecting only 1~'' and with a total 
width of 5~''. A picture mold 3/4" x 2'' is used 
generally throughout the interior. Trim was white 
cedar brought around Cape Horn. 

Hardware - All of the hardware came from the 
Whaley/Pye Locksmith firm in the New York area. 
Much of it was marked with the initials of the 
firm. Iron hardwood exterior door - 3 butts fixed 
pin; rim lock, porch knob. Interior door - 2 
butts, mortice lock, porch knob. 

The Whaley House faces southwest. The entire lot was 
originally enclosed by a seven-foot-high adobe wall, 
which had deteriorated around 1863, from strong 
earthquakes and ferrential rains. In the back was a 
corral and farther back was the residence of the City 
Clerk, George A. Pendleton. 

Mrs. Whaley brought with her, from New York, several 
plants and trees foreign to this region of the 
country. She planted a black walnut tree, a red 
cesterum tree and five pepper trees; all of which stand 
today. A circular brick walkway encloses a garden with 
a variety of roses. To the far north side of the 
backyard, there is an herb garden. 

The only means of plumbing consisted of two wells and a 
cistern, in the backyard. 



The Whaley House Page 9 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

l. Primary Sources 

San Diego, California. Historical Shrine Foundation 
Documents: The Whaley Papers, Certificate of Election 

for City Trustee 

2. Secondary Sources 

San Diego, California. San Diego City Planning Department 
Vertical File: Historic American Building Survey, the 

Whaley House No. 24 

Reading, June A. The Thomas Whaley House 
San Diego: Historical Shrine Found'at'ion, 1960 

San Diego, California. Historical Shrine Foundation 
Interview, 8 April 1982. June A. Reading, Director of 
the Whaley House 


